


Firstly, we'd like to welcome our
new residents to Wellesley. We
hope you are settling into your
homes and getting to know your
neighbours. We are nearly halfway
through the build with over 1,729
homes occupied. We estimate that
it will take at least another 8 years
until Wellesley is finally complete.

We are pleased to announce the works to Alisons
Road Phase 3 are now complete. We are looking
forward to the landscaped verges starting to
grow, which will allow the area to fully take
shape over the summer.

We are aiming to start works this summer on
Hospital Road, Fire Station Road and Hope
Grants Road in order to finish the roads and
footpaths. This will no doubt chaus disruption

to residents living on these roads and the wider
area however, we will work to limit the disruption
as best we can.

Once the works to the initial three roads is
complete, we will be proceeding with starting
works on Montgomery Avenue, West Hope
Grants Road and Pennefather’s Road. It is likely
this second batch of roads will start in Autumn
2026 and won't be complete until Spring 2027.

The Neighbourhood Centre is one of the key
aspects of the development that we are working
on bringing forward. We have experience
delays in the legal negotiations and these
discussions are ongoing. We are unable to give
a definitive timeframe at this point however we
are committed to finding a developer who is
best suited to delivering what is needed and to
the high standards we expect. We are working
toward being able to provide a timeframe
along with a list of what will be provided in our
summer newsletter.

Parking across the Wellesley Development is
something for the most part, does not cause
an issue. We have however received concerns

from residents reporting vehicles parking
inappropriately. Please can we ask that all
residents are vigilant and park appropriately to
ensure everyone can enjoy living at Wellesley.
We have been monitoring the streetlights across
the development and we're glad to say we have
almost repaired all streetlights that were faulty
or not working. As not all streetlights on the
Wellesley Development are our responsibility it
can get confusing but rest assured, we are here
to help. If you notice any streetlights that are
not working, you can always contact us and we
will decipher who's responsible for getting it
repaired.

We have prepared the planning information

for refurbishment of Maida Community Centre
/ Gym and we are in the process of drafting

the business plan. The planning application
submission has been delayed however for good
reason. We are anticipating the business plan to
be complete in the coming months which will
then allow us to submit the design proposal for
planning.




We currently have three developers working on
the Wellesley Development, Bellway Homes,
Weston Homes and Miller Homes. All three
developers are progressing well and we look
forward to when their areas are complete.
Weston Homes have opened their show
apartment at ‘The Headquarters’, it's most
certainly worth a visit.

It was raised to us that the play park would
benefit from having more seating. After
reviewing the request, we are pleased to
announce we will be installing more benches
under the trees in the coming months.

As always, if you have any questions, concerns,
etc, please do send us an email info@
wellesleyhampshire.co.uk we are always happy
to hear from our residents and answer any
questions you may have. We notice a lot of
questions in groups on Social Media that we
aren't able to respond to, so please get in touch
with us direct so that we can help and get you
the correct, most up to date information.

We hope you have had a good start to 2026!

Best Wishes
The Wellesley Team

Wellesley Heritage
4th Division Headquarters

In March 1894, Aldershot welcomed a
distinguished royal visitor when Prince Arthur,
Duke of Connaught and Strathearn, arrived to
lay the foundation stone of the new military
headquarters for Aldershot Command. The
building designed by architect Thomas Jerome
in the Victorian style and constructed by
Martin Wells & Co was completed the following
year (1895), marking a significant milestone in
the development of the Garrison.

Prince Arthur was uniquely suited to preside
over such an event. Born in 1850 as the seventh
child of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, he
pursued a lifelong military career after entering
the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich at

the age of 16. He went on to serve across

the British Empire for nearly four decades,
eventually rising to the rank of Field Marshal.
Beyond his military service, Arthur also played
a key constitutional role abroad. From 1911

to 1916, he served as Governor General of
Canada, becoming the only British prince ever
to hold the post. After returning to Britain,

he continued to undertake royal and military
responsibilities well into the early years of the
Second World War.

Prince Arthur remained the last surviving son
of Queen Victoria until his death in 1942. His
connection to Aldershot, marked by the laying
of the foundation stone in 1894, remains a
notable chapter in the town’s rich military
heritage.

The building has now been redeveloped
by Weston Homes as The Head Quarters,
featuring 34 luxury apartments and houses.
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HELLOOOOO ALL! Well, that’s another fantastic
year of activities done and we are planning your
entertainment for this year!

We all had fun with the Quiz night, Street
Nativity and Santa Bus over the festive season
AND the most amazing fireworks display _

THANK YOU FORJOINING US ¥
YOU'RE BRILLIANT!

General News
Party on the Parade is now in planning

We have secured additional benches for the
park.

We have a map that tells us who is responsible
for each road so we can go direct to the source
for issues.

Parade Park now accessible for vehicles.

We are looking for new members for the
committee and volunteers to help us out for
upcoming events. If you can spare some time
or would like to sit in on a committee meeting
to see what we do please contact us @ contact@
wellesleyresidents.co.uk and visit our FB

page where committee meeting minutes are
published.

SEE YOU ALL SOON

The Wellesley Residents Committee are a voluntary group who

endeavour to support our community to enjoy where we live.

The Committee’s aims are to promote the interests of all its
members on matters concerning the environment and the
community at Wellesley, assist residents to have a greater say over
the services they receive, contribute to the setting of standards for
service delivery and monitor performance against those standards
promote and develop the relationship between the Residents’
Committee, Wellesley Residents Trust Board, Rushmoor Borough
Council, and any other appropriate agency, with the aim of

promoting greater harmony.

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US AND HELP US ‘BUILD YOUR
COMMUNITY

contact@wellesleyresidents.co.uk
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Why Do So Many People in Wellesley Have Matching Dogs?
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Here’s a question I've been quietly pondering
since moving to Wellesley: why do so many
people here have matching dogs?

My husband and | often sit by our kitchen
window while we have breakfast or prepare
meals, looking out onto the street. One of
our small daily pleasures is spotting local dog
walkers giving their faithful companions their
morning or evening fresh air.

But something curious has caught my
attention... Many people don't just have a dog
— they have two dogs. And not just any two
dogs. Often, they're the same dogs. Same breed.
Sometimes even the same colour. Sometimes

so alike that | wonder if one of them is simply
moving very quickly.

Once you notice it, you see it everywhere: two
spaniels, two Shiba Inus, two Siberian huskies,
two Italian greyhounds... the list goes on.
Matching fluffy little pairs trotting proudly down
the pavement.
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It's made me think about something deeper.
From the very beginning, the Bible says that
it's not good for us to be alone. Human beings
are made for companionship — friendship,
family, community, neighbours who stop for

a chat, and perhaps even the familiar face of

a fellow dog walker. Speaking as a member of
the Wellesley Resident’s committee, that’s our
vision for Wellesley; a growing community with
a flourishing community atmosphere.

Maybe dog owners understand this
instinctively. One dog brings joy. Two dogs
bring companionship — someone to run with,
play with, and curl up beside. Perhaps our local
matching dogs can be a small, furry reminder
that life was never meant to be lived alone.
Community matters. So, to all those in Wellesley
walking their perfectly paired pups: | salute
you. Long may the matching dogs continue to
parade past our kitchen window.

From your local Resident Rev,
Rev'd Gabrielle Burns



Edible Wellesle

There are two Edible Wellesley planters on
Wellesley — one between Hospital Road and
Scarlett’s Road, and the other on the corner
between Bruneval Drive and Dempsey Road.

As the sign says, all the food grown in these
planters is free for everyone. Please take it!

In the growing season, we meet at the planters
on Sunday afternoons about once every two

weeks for gardening, chat and free refreshments.

If you would like to hear when we will be at the
planters, please email ediblewellesley@gmail.
com to be added to the mailing list, or join the
Edible Wellesley Facebook group. There is also
work such as weeding and watering to be done
at any time, so all input is very valuable and
much appreciated.

Whether or not you take part in the gardening,
you are welcome to take the food plants when
they are ready. They are available for everyone,
and we don't want them to go to waste. As the
sign says, everything is Fresh, Organic and Free.
Edible Wellesley is a great way to improve the
quality of our neighbourhood, to make new
friends and to enjoy healthy food. Please come
along and join us, and feel free to take the food.
We look forward to meeting you!

Judith Layzell
Edible Wellesley

Community Garden

With the arrival of spring, we've built both the
decking and the shed.

Also, we have few members in now. We are
working on to make a group of dedicated
members who will work in the garden. If

you would like to join us, please email us at

belizme4@gmail.com

We are planning to do Official opening to

be done in mid-April. | know the process has
been delayed but now it’s moving forward. |
am truly grateful to Lucy, Grainger and all the
people involved.




ScanFit Trail - A Community
Focussed, Free Outdoor Fitness
Initiative On YOUR Doorstep

A new outdoor fitness initiative is helping
residents stay active while enjoying their local
green spaces, as ScanFit Trail Ltd continues

to expand with several sites now open to the
public.

Founded by Carl Sharples and Roger Harnden,
the company has introduced interactive
fitness trails designed to make exercise
simple, enjoyable and accessible for all ages
and abilities. Trails are currently available at
Wellesley Woodlands near the Wellington
Statue, Aldershot Park, and Southwood
Country Park, with more locations planned.

Each trail features a series of QR codes placed
along popular walking routes. Visitors can

scan the codes using their smartphone to
access guided exercises and short workouts
suitable for different fitness levels. The concept
encourages people to combine outdoor
walking with easy exercise stations that
support both physical and mental wellbeing.

Importantly, the trails are completely free

to use. There is no membership, no app to
download and no charge—users simply scan
and get started.

Co-founder Carl Sharples said they wanted to
create something that made fitness accessible
to everyone and added value to community
parks. Fellow co-founder Roger Harnden
highlighted the positive response from
residents, saying it has been encouraging to
see people of all ages using the trails while
enjoying the outdoors.

The project has been made possible thanks to
support from local organisations and partners

who share the goal of promoting healthier,
more active communities. Special thanks go

to Wellesley Woodlands, The Conservation
Volunteers, The Land Trust and Rushmoor
Borough Council for helping bring the initiative
to life.

With multiple sites now open across Rushmoor
Borough, ScanFit Trail Ltd hopes to continue
expanding and inspiring more people to get
active in their local parks.

This annual competition celebrates the green-
fingered efforts of residents, schools, and local
communities across Rushmoor. This is a time
where we champion gardening, wildlife-friendly
spaces, and the pride people take in their

local environment — from front gardens and
balconies to schools and community spaces.
Whether you're an experienced gardener, part
of a gardening group or just getting started,
everyone is welcome to take part.

The competition concludes with an Awards
Evening in September, where we come together
to celebrate our award winners.

Keep an eye on our social media for updates
and visit our website to find out more and enter.
Entries close on Friday 12th June.

Thanks to our sponsors: Kebur, Squires Garden
Centre, Wellesley, Farnborough Airport, Holiday
Inn Farnborough, Rushmoor Borough Council,
Rushmoor Rotary Club and Farnborough Rotary
www.rvs.org.uk/rushmoor-community-in-
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1. A device that sprays water to help plants grow.
5. A single drop of water that falls from the sky.
7. Light rain that falls gently from the sky.
10.Tiny yellow dust that helps flowers gr

13.The activity of growing an
14. A flying toy that soal
15.The process of a see
18. Young plants just beginning to grow.
19.The process of giving plants water.

. A natural bri 3
. The fiftl onth of the year, known for flowers.
17. A colorful arc that appears after rain.
@ 20. A gentle wind that moves leaves and flowers.
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1. Plants grown in fields for food, such as 2. A tall plant with a trunk and branches.
wheat or corn. 4. A small plant part that grows into a

3. A climbing plant with twisting stems. new one.

5. A leafy green plant that thrives in Q 6. A spring flower with smooth,

shade. 0\' cup-shaped petals.

7. A fragrant white or pink flower. 8. A bright red flower often seen in

9. Increases in size and matures over gardens.

time. 12.The moment a flower fully opens to
10. A tiny plant just beginning to grow. reveal its petals.

@ 11. A soft, delicate part of a flower.
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Hello Wellesley Residents, we do hope you

are enjoying the Spring sunshine out in the
Woodlands and invite you all to join in and have
some fun this year by volunteering with us.
From helping make fun events happen in the
Woodlands and the Community, recording the
wildlife to join the National Wildlife databases to
learning new skills and making new friends, we
welcome you all to join in. After all, we are here
to encourage, engage and connect you with the
wonderful Nature on your doorsteps, of which
we are all a part. We can only do the things we
do with our team of amazing and incredible
dedicated Volunteers. Whether its regular, ad-
hoc, site specific or single events, we NEED you
to step up and take part in all the wonderful
things we do and have here, leading and leaving
a legacy of connection with the Nature around
us.

The Conservation Corps was originally started
in 1959 by Brigadier Armstrong, to connect
people and green spaces for the lasting
benefit of both. It is the same essential core
principles today as the modern version, The
Conservation Volunteers (TCV), with our new
‘Better Nature for All' strategy. Through our
charity organisation we have access to 67
years of proven excellence and resilience in
the conservation sector, benefitting human
and wildlife communities throughout the
Country. We have comprehensive experience
with Volunteers, offering training and guidance
to our Volunteer teams Nationally as well as a
bountiful bag of free advice, trees and plants
through our initiatives such as our ‘I Dig Trees’
programme and even small grants available
through our Chestnut Fund. Please do explore
our website for further information (www.
theconservationvolunteers.org.uk ). We are
asking for people to check out what else we do
and vote for us in the National Smiley Awards,
please see more here: TCV | Dig Trees - join the
movement... | Smiley Charity Film Awards.

Here at Wellesley Woodlands, we bring

our experience, knowledge and collective
connections together, enabling people to
connect with Nature in a variety of ways. There

are so many ways to engage with us, helping to
make great things happen locally: from gentle
Health Walks to 10K running, wildlife, Bat and
Sensory Walks to Butterfly data recording and
Wildlife surveying. There are also Wellesley
Woodlands events such as our Easter Trail
launch, Dog Show and Halloween event; as well
as local events such as Green Fringe Festival,
Armed Forces Day, Victoria Day, Playfest,
Christmas Cracker and so much more. We invite
you to join in, make Wellesley the extra special
place to belong, learn something new, teach
something new, meet someone new and have
some fun!

For those who like a challenge and are interested
in learning a conservation craft, we support

the Green Angels Programme run by The Land
Trust, more information can be found here:
Green Angels — The Land Trust, or have a chat
with us. There is also the team of Volunteers
who support Nathan, our Ranger at Blackwater
Valley Countryside Partnership, if you fancy
getting a bit more ‘hands-on’ with conservation
tasks within the Woodlands, more information
can be found here: https:/www.hants.gov.uk/
thingstodo/countryside/finder/blackwatervalley.
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Blackwater Valley

Spring has officially sprung with everything now
coming alive! We move from the cold wet winter
to warmer time where we move away from our
winter scrub cutting and tree felling due to bird
nesting season between March and September.
We look towards our summer program of path
creation, repair and maintenance and getting all
the benches and picnic tables some TLC.

As always we value our volunteers who do so
much at Wellesley and the wider Blackwater
valley portfolio of sites. We have had them
using their expert skills by pruning all the
rhododendron around the statue to maintain
the sight of the statue, and also promoting it to
grow sideways to blanket the ground to stop
the brambles taking over. They have also been
around the Puckridge Dog Barracks pruning all
the regrowth from the invasive Laurel removal
from last year and fingers cross we can keep on
top of it soit!

We held our first Volunteer task on Sunday

1st March and it was a massive success with 7
people helping to clear some of the regrowth
of laurel next to the statue. Keep an eye out for
posters for the next volunteer tasks!

| always value people’s comments and opinions
on what is amazing about the site or things we

could improve on. So, if you see me, feel free to
pass them on!

If you have any questions or would like to

find out more information on volunteering,
please contact Blackwater Valley Countryside
Partnership via email to blackwater.valley@hants.

gov.uk or phone the office on 01252 331353




At Severn Trent Connect, we know that at
different points in life, many of us may need

a little extra help. Whether due to age, health
needs, disability, a change in circumstances,

or anything that makes day to day tasks more
challenging, we want to ensure every resident
receives the support they need. That’s why we
work closely with South East Water, who act as
our customer services and billing partner. They
also manage the Priority Services Register (PSR)
- a free and confidential service designed for
anyone who may need additional support with
their water and wastewater services.

What is the Priority Services Register?

The PSR is a service for residents who:

+ Have a physical or mental health condition

« Have mobility or communication needs

+ Are elderly and living alone

« Have young children at home

+ Face financial difficulties

« Have any circumstance that means they may
need extra help

There’s no need to provide detailed evidence

— if you feel you would benefit, you can simply

register.

What support is available?

Residents registered on the PSR can receive:

+  Priority support during incidents such as
sewer issues or flooding

+  Accessible communication, including large
print, braille, audio, or translated materials

+ A nominated person who can receive your
correspondence or speak on your behalf

« Financial support, including social tariffs or
WaterSure for eligible households

+ Proactive check ins during service issues to
ensure you are safe and supported

ST Connect

All services are completely free of charge.

How to find out more or register

To learn about the support available or to join
the Priority Services Register, please contact
South East Water, who manage registrations on
our behalf.

« Phone: 0333 000 2468
«  Website: www.southeastwater.co.uk/priority
« Email: support@southeastwater.co.uk

If you think you or someone in your household
may benefit, we strongly encourage you to get
in touch. It only takes a few minutes to register,
and it could make a real difference during times
when you need a bit of extra support

ﬂ
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Small Seasonal Shifts With Big
Impact

As spring begins, it's the perfect time to reset
habits and lighten your impact. Here are a few
easy actions for a greener month.

Tip 1:

+1_

A Spring Clean... For Your Energy Use

April’'s unpredictable weather is a great prompt
for a quick “energy audit” - winter often leaves
us with unchanged heating settings and

forgotten standby devices, making this a natural

time to rethink them.

Try a 10-minute check of:

Heating timers still set for December
conditions.

« Devices left on standby over winter (TVs,
consoles, smart speakers, spare monitors).
Chargers still plugged in after the darker
months.

« Radiators partially blocked by winter
furniture arrangements.

Longer days mean electronics take a bigger
slice of your energy use. Switching off standby
can save around £60 a year and noticeably
reduce carbon.

Tip 2:
\ :' /

Make the Most of the Longer Evenings

From mid-March, sunset creeps past 6pm - the
moment many people feel their daily routine
shift. This is a perfect time to build one small,
lower-carbon habit:

Swap one short drive or bus journey for a
walk.

- End a workday with a 20-minute daylight
stroll instead of switching on devices.
Try “active errands” — walking to pick up
milk, posting a parcel, or visiting the park.

Tiny changes, but the lighter evenings make
them easier to stick to.

Tip 3: Grow Something You'll Actually Use

&

Spring is an ideal time to plant a variety of herbs
and vegetables, including basil, lettuce, spinach,

and tomatoes, which thrive in the warmer
weather.

Best Herbs:

- Basil

« Chives
Coriander

- Dill

+  Mint

Best Vegetables:

Lettuce

« Spinach

« Tomatoes
Cucumbers
Carrots

Growing one or two herbs you genuinely use
often reduces packaging, transport emissions
and food waste.
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Africa Day and fashion show

Bank Holiday Monday 25th May 11:00am
- 6:00pm at Union Yard, Aldershot GU11
1FU - Free entry

Come and celebrate Africa Day 2026!

This year, at the Makers’ Yard, Union Yard,
Aldershot, there’s something extra special as
the Africa Day celebrations are being combined
with the Maker’s Yard Fashion Show, proudly
supporting small businesses based at in
Aldershot.

This is a free, family-friendly day packed with live
entertainment, culture, and vibes - plus delicious
African and Caribbean food and drinks!

Victoria Day

Saturday 6th June 10:00am - 4:00pm -
Aldershot Town Centre - Free entry

Visit Union Street, Wellington Street and Princes
Gardens between 10am and 4pm for a treasure
trove of free activities, craft and community
stalls, whimsical live entertainment, fair rides
and delicious food and drink inspired by fairy
tales old and new.

Princes Gardens will be alive with live music,
dance and workshops on the bandstand
throughout the day, along with magical make
and take crafts, enchanting street theatre, a
quiet storytelling area, fair rides and much
more. You can also discover our circus skills area
and aerial performers beside Princes Gardens
Surgery from 12.30pm.

Over on Union Street, meet fantastical stilt
walkers, performers from mythical realms,

a Giant Bubble Wizard, face painters ready

to transform you into dragons or woodland
sprites, monster Lego building and plenty more
live music and dance.

Carnival parade

The carnival parade will be bigger and more
colourful than ever before, filled with vibrant
outfits and plenty of fairy tale inspired
characters.

The magical parade leaves Princes Hall at 11am
and makes its way to the High Street multi
storey car park, led by Aldershot’s own Queen
Victoria, Betty Bryce, guiding a lively procession
of more than 1,000 local people.




Armed Forces Day National Event
2026

27th & 28th June - Queens Parade,
Queens Avenue, Aldershot - Free entry

Rushmoor Borough Council is delighted to be
hosting the national Armed Forces Day this
summer. The prestigious national event will be
held over the weekend of 27 and 28 June.

They will honour the history and current
service of the Armed Forces and offer a unique
opportunity for everyone to enjoy a weekend
of spectacular events and celebrations, bringing
the community and Armed Forces together.
Along with the military, we will be organising a
full programme of events for the celebrations.
The events will celebrate over 170 years of
military heritage through displays, museum
activities, and ceremonial traditions.

Connecting visitors with Aldershot and

Farnborough’s military past - Aldershot as
the traditional home of the British Army and

Join us for the

Armed Forces Day
National Event 2026

Farnborough as the birthplace of British military
aviation.

There are more details to follow, but here’s a
flavour of what to expect:

Saturday 27 June

- Aformal day featuring a military parade
along Queens Avenue
Arena displays, including from current
service personnel
Music and entertainment
Food area and a funfair

The focus of the day will be on recognising all
those with interaction to the services - from
cadets to veterans.

Sunday 28 June

A more relaxed, community-focused day with:
Sports taster sessions

« Competitions
Community activities
Entertainment, stalls, food, and a funfair

Saturday 27 & Sunday 28 June

ueens Parsde, Duesns Agenue Alderihod

For more inkemation. of boget imbed it
wwwrushmoor.gov.uk/armedforcesday
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Wellesley Residents Trust
info@wellesleyhampshire.co.uk
www.wellesleyhampshire.co.uk

Wellesley Residents’ Committee
contact@wellesleyresidents.co.uk

Residential Management Group (RMQG)
0345 002 4422

wellesley@rmguk.com
www.wellesleyliving.co.uk

Grainger Trust
gtrust@graingerplc.co.uk

Land Trust / Wellesley Woodlands
www.wellesleywoodlands.co.uk

Rushmoor Borough Council
01252 398399
customerservices@rushmoor.gov.uk

Hampshire County Council
www.hants.gov.uk

Bellway/Ashberry Homes
0118 933 8020
thamesvalley-customercare@bellway.co.uk

Barratt Homes/David Wilson Homes
01483 508456
southerncounties@newhomecare.co.uk

CALA Homes
01784 225300
cala.group@cala.co.uk

Weston Homes
01279 873200
customer.services@weston-homes.com

We love to hear from youl!

We want to make sure the news we share

in this newsletter is interesting and relevant
to all of our residents. Would you like us to
share more information on a certain area

of the development? Do you have a story or
photo you'd like to share about Wellesley?

Whatever it is, we'd love to hear from you,
email us info@wellesleyhampshire.co.uk




